
Will my gravestone last? 
 

 
Key to some rocks commonly used for ornamental purposes 
 Gravestone or building stone 

 
Does stone react vigorously when touched with acid dropper?  (Check if this allowed) 

No 

Can you see the crystals or grains which make up the stone? (With a lens, if needed.) 

Yes No 

Yes 

Is the stone crystalline with crystals that 
interlock? 

Yes No 

coarse crystals (easily 
visible with naked eye) 

medium sized crystals (just 
visible with naked eye) 

consists of rounded or 
angular sand grains 
cemented together 

hard, dark 
grey, purple or 

greenish 
colour 

medium to light 
coloured, speckled 

dark grey or 
green-grey 

dark grey or 
green-grey 

randomly 
arranged 
grains 

grains arranged 
in bands 

sugary 
texture: 
may be 

veined or 
mottled 

non-
sugary 
texture: 

may 
contain 
fossils 

GRANITEo GNEISS + GABBROo 
 o 

DOLERITEo SANDSTONEl SLATE+ MARBLE+ 
LIMESTONEl 

 l Sedimentary rock 
o  Igneous rock 
+ Metamorphic rock 


